Books Students Should Read Before Going to Graduating from College - Checklist


􀂆 􀂆 1984, George Orwell (9th, 12th)

􀂆 􀂆 Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,  Mark Twain (10th)

􀂆 􀂆 The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho

􀂆 􀂆 All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich-Maria Remarque*

􀂆 􀂆 And Then There were None, Agatha Christie

􀂆 􀂆 Angela’s Ashes: A Memoir, Frank McCourt

􀂆 􀂆 Animal Farm, George Orwell (9th, 12th)

􀂆 􀂆 Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank (8th)

􀂆 􀂆 Anthem, Ayn Rand*

􀂆 􀂆 Antigone, Sophocles (12th)

􀂆 􀂆 As I Lay Dying, William Faulkner*

􀂆 􀂆 The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Alex Haley with Malcolm X*

􀂆 􀂆 The Bean Trees, Barbara Kingsolver (8th)

􀂆 􀂆 Beloved, Toni Morrison*
􀂆 􀂆 Beowulf: A New Verse Translation, Seamus Heaney (11th)
􀂆 􀂆 Black Boy, Richard Wright*
􀂆 􀂆 Bless Me, Ultima, Rudolfo A. Anaya

􀂆 􀂆 Bodega Dreams, Ernesto Quinonez

􀂆 􀂆 Brave New World, Aldous Huxley*
􀂆 􀂆 Catch-22, Joseph Heller

􀂆 􀂆 Catcher in the Rye, J. D. Salinger*
􀂆 􀂆 The Chosen, Chaim Potok (8th)

􀂆 􀂆 The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother, James McBride

􀂆 􀂆 The Color Purple, Alice Walker

􀂆 􀂆 The Count of Monte Cristo, Alexandre Dumas

􀂆 􀂆 The Crucible, Arthur Miller (10th)

􀂆 􀂆 Cry, the Beloved Country, Alan Paton*
􀂆 􀂆 Cyrano de Bergerac, Edmond Rostand*
􀂆 􀂆 Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller*
􀂆 􀂆 Down These Mean Streets, Piri Thomas

􀂆 􀂆 Esperanza Rising, Pam Munoz Ryan

􀂆 􀂆 Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton

􀂆 􀂆 Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury*
􀂆 􀂆 A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway*
􀂆 􀂆 Farewell to Manzanar, Jeanne and James Houston (7th)
􀂆 􀂆 Fences, August Wilson

􀂆 􀂆 Flowers for Algernon, Daniel Keyes (8th)
􀂆 􀂆 Frankenstein, Mary Shelley (11th)
􀂆 􀂆 The Glass Menagerie, Tennessee Williams

􀂆 􀂆 Go Tell it on the Mountain, James A. Baldwin*

􀂆 􀂆 The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck (12th)
􀂆 􀂆 Great Expectations, Charles Dickens*

􀂆 􀂆 The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald (12th)

􀂆 􀂆 Grendel, John Gardner*
􀂆 􀂆 Hamlet, William Shakespeare (11th)

􀂆 􀂆 The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

􀂆 􀂆 Hatchet, Gary Paulsen (6th)
􀂆 􀂆 Having Our Say, Sarah Delany*
􀂆 􀂆 Hiroshima, John Hersey (11th)

􀂆 􀂆 The Hobbit, J. R. R. Tolkien*
􀂆 􀂆 The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros (9th)
􀂆 􀂆 How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents, Julia Alvarez*
􀂆 􀂆 In Cold Blood, Truman Capote*
􀂆 􀂆 Inherit the Wind, Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee

􀂆 􀂆 The Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison*
􀂆 􀂆 The Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan*
􀂆 􀂆 Julius Caesar, William Shakespeare*
􀂆 􀂆 Kindred, Octavia E. Butler

􀂆 􀂆 Krik? Krak!, Edwidge Danticat

􀂆 􀂆 A Lesson Before Dying, Ernest Gaines*
􀂆 􀂆 Like Water for Chocolate, Laura Esquivel

􀂆 􀂆 Lord of the Flies, William Golding (11th)

􀂆 􀂆 Macbeth, William Shakespeare (11th)

􀂆 􀂆 Maus I: My Father Bleeds History, Art Spiegelman (8th)
􀂆 􀂆 The Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare

􀂆 􀂆 A Midsummer Night’s Dream, William Shakespeare

􀂆 􀂆 The Miracle Worker, William Gibson (8th)
􀂆 􀂆 Montana 1948, Larry Watson

􀂆 􀂆 Mythology, Edith Hamilton

􀂆 􀂆 Native Son, Richard Wright

􀂆 􀂆 The Natural, Bernard Malamud

􀂆 􀂆 Nectar in a Sieve, Kamala Markandaya

􀂆 􀂆 Night, Elie Wiesel (11th)

􀂆 􀂆 The Odyessy, Homer (9th)

􀂆 􀂆 Oedipus the King, Sophocles (12th)

􀂆 􀂆 Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck (10th)

􀂆 􀂆 The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway (10th)
􀂆 􀂆 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey

􀂆 􀂆 Othello, William Shakespeare*
􀂆 􀂆 Our Town, Thornton Wilder (10th)
􀂆 􀂆 The Outsiders, S. E. Hinton (8th)
􀂆 􀂆 The Pearl, John Steinbeck (8th)
􀂆 􀂆 The Piano Lesson, August Wilson

􀂆 􀂆 A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry (10th)
􀂆 􀂆 The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane (10th)
􀂆 􀂆 Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare (9th)

􀂆 􀂆 The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne (10th)
􀂆 􀂆 A Separate Peace, John Knowles*
􀂆 􀂆 Siddhartha, Hermann Hesse*
􀂆 􀂆 Slaughterhouse-Five, Kurt Vonnegut

􀂆 􀂆 Speak. Laurie Halse Anderson (8th)
􀂆 􀂆 The Stranger, Albert Camus (12th)

􀂆 􀂆 A Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams

􀂆 􀂆 The Sun Also Rises, Ernest Hemingway*
􀂆 􀂆 The Taming of the Shrew, William Shakespeare

􀂆 􀂆 Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston (12th)

􀂆 􀂆 Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe (12th)

􀂆 􀂆 The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien (*9th)
􀂆 􀂆 To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee (9th)

􀂆 􀂆 Twelve Angry Men: A Play in Three Acts, Reginald Rose

*Linking texts in some units
Books to Read Before College

	FICTION 


	Author

	Title

	
	H. Rider Haggard 

	King Solomon's Mines 

		
	Nordhoff and Hall 

	Mutiny on the Bounty 

		
	Daniel Defoe 

	Robinson Crusoe 

		
	Alexandre Dumas 

	The Three Musketeers 

		
	Alexandre Dumas 

	The Count of Monte Cristo 

		
	Sir Walter Scott 

	Ivanhoe 

		
	Sir Walter Scott 

	Kenilworth 

		
	Sir Walter Scott 

	Heart of Midlothian 

		
	Bryher 

	The Fourteenth of October 

		
	Sylvia Townsend Warner 

	The Corner That Held Them 

		
	Edward Bulwer Lytton 

	The Last Days of Pompeii 

		
	Mary Renault 

	The Last of the Wine 

		
	Esther Forbes 

	A Mirror for Witches 

		
	Esther Forbes 

	Paul Revere and the World He Lived in 

		
	Esther Forbes 

	Johnny Tremain 

		
	J. F. Cooper 

	The Last of the Mohicans 

		
	H. B. Stowe 

	Uncle Tom's Cabin 

		
	M. Mitchell 

	Gone With the Wind 

		
	W. Van Tilburg Clark 

	The Ox-Bow Incident 

		
	T. H. White 

	The Once and Future King 

		
	Tolkien 

	The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings 

		
	Charles Dickens 

	A Tale of Two Cities 

		
	Charles Dickens 

	David Copperfield 

		
	Charles Dickens 

	Great Expectations 

		
	Charles Dickens 

	Bleak House 

		
	Charles Dickens 

	The Pickwick Papers 

		
	Sinclair Lewis 

	Babbit 

		
	Sinclair Lewis 

	Main Street 

		
	F. Scott Fitzgerald 

	The Great Gatsby 

		
	Thomas Hardy 

	Return of the Native 

		
	Edith Wharton 

	Ethan Frome 

		
	Albert Camus 

	The Stranger 

		
	Richard Wright 

	Native Son 

		
	James A. Baldwin 

	Go Tell It on the Mountain 

		
	Harper Lee 

	To Kill a Mockingbird 

		
	William Faulkner 

	Intruder in the Dust 

		
	William Faulkner 

	The Bear 

		
	E. M. Foster 

	A Passage to India 

		
	Alan Paton 

	Cry, the Beloved Country 

		
	Joseph Conrad 

	Heart of Darkness 

		
	Joseph Conrad 

	Lord Jim 

		
	Robert Penn Warren 

	All the King's Men 

		
	Allen Drury 

	Advise and Consent 

		
	William Golding 

	Lord of the Flies 

		
	George Orwell

	Animal Farm

		
	George Orwell

	1984

		
	Aldous Huxley

	Brave New World

		
	H. G. Wells

	The War of the Worlds

		
	Arthur C. Clarke

	The Sands of Mars

		
	George Stewart

	Storm

		
	Stephen Crane

	The Red Badge of Courage

		
	Erick M. Remarque

	All Quiet on the Western Front

		
	Ernest Hemingway

	A Farewell to Arms

		
	Boris Pasternak

	Dr. Zhivago

		
	Charlotte Bronte

	Jane Eyre

		
	Emily Bronte

	Wuthering Heights

		
	Jane Austen

	Pride and Prejudice

		
	Jane Austen

	Emma

		
	Henry James

	Washington Square 

		
	Elizabeth Bowen

	The House in Paris

		
	Elizabeth Bowen

	The Death of the Heart

		
	Nathaniel Hawthorne

	The Scarlet Letter

		
	George Eliot

	Adam Bede

		
	Thomas Hardy

	Tess of the D'Urbervilles

		
	Thomas Hardy

	The Mayor of Casterbridge

		
	John Knowles

	A Separate Peace

		
	Carson McCullers

	The Member of the Wedding

		
	James Joyce

	A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

		
	W. S. Maugham

	Of Human Bondage

		
	Thomas Mann

	Buddenbrooks

		
	J. P. Marquard

	The Late George Apley

		
	S. Butler

	The Way of All Flesh

		
	Henry James

	The Turn of the Screw

		
	Richard Hughes

	High Wind in Jamaica or Innocent Voyage

		
	James Agee

	A Death in the Family

		
	Anthony Trollope

	Barchester Towers

		
	GREAT NOVELS 

			
	William Thackeray

	Vanity Fair

		
	Leo Tolstoy

	War and Peace

		
	Leo Tolstoy

	Anna Karenina

		
	Dostoevsky

	Crime and Punishment

		
	Dostoevsky

	The Brothers Karamazov

		
	SHORT STORIES 

			
	D. H. Lawrence

	Human Tensions

		
	Ernest Hemingway

	The Snows of Kilimanjaro

		
	Ernest Hemingway

	A Clean Well-Lighted Place

		
	William Faulkner

	The Collected Stories of William Faulkner

		
	John Updike

	Olinger Stories

		
	H. H. Monro

	Saki

		
	Frank O'Connor

	Catholic boyhood in Cork

		
	J. F. Powers

			
	Leo Rosten

	The Education of Hyman Kaplan

		
	Isaak Babel

	The Awakening, Red Cavalry

		
	Bernard Malamud

	Idiots First

		
	Bernard Malamud

	The Magic Barrel

		
	NON-FICTION

			
	John Kenneth Galbraith

	The Affluent Society

		
	Plato

	The Republic

		
	Thoreau

	Walden

		
	C. S. Lewis

	The Screwtape Letters

		
	George Orwell

	A Collection of Essays

		
	James Thurber

	My Life and Hard Times

		
	E. B. White

	One Man's Meat

		
	Sir Winston Churchill

	Memoirs of the Second World War

		
	Irving Stone

	The Agony and the Ecstasy

		
	James Boswell

	The Life of Samuel Johnson

		
	Francis, Jr. Parkman

	The Oregon Trail

		
	Gavin Maxwell

	Ring of Bright Water

		
	Thor Heyerdahl

	Kon-Tiki

		
	Rachel Carson

	The Sea Around Us

		
	Rachel Carson

	Silent Spring

		
	Ruth Benedict

	Patterns of Culture

		
	MYSTERIES 

			
	Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

	The Hound of the Baskervilles

		
	Wilkie Collins

	The Moonstone
		
	Daphne du Maurier

	Rebecca

		
	Dorothy Sayers

	The Nine Tailors

		
	Josephine Tey

	The Daughter of Time

		
	Antoine de Sainte-Exupery 

	The Little Prince

		
	Jane Thurber

	The Thirteen Clocks

		
	CHILDREN'S CLASSICS 

			
	Lewis Carroll

	Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

		
	Kenneth Grahame

	The Wind in the Willows

		
	E. B. White

	Charlotte's Web

		
	Randall Jarell

	The Bat Poet

		
	Mark Twain

	Tom Sawyer

		
	Mark Twain

	The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

		
	Ogden Nash

	The Pocket Book of Ogden Nash

		

	Green, E. A. What to Read Before College. Cleveland: The Press of Case Western Reserve University, 1970.
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