“A Letter from the Fringe”
By Joan Bauer
	2-Visualizing:  I can visualize the kids she is talking about.
6-Making Connections:  There are kids like this in my school, and I know some of them.
5-Inferring:  Now I know the purpose for the letter. She is writing to kids—probably the popular ones—who say she is different and may even bully her. She is saying she is not different.
3-Determing Importance:   Now she is making her point with details or evidence, like in persuasion. (Making Connections)
· You are not better than I am just because I am different. We just want freedom from your smirks. 
· I watch you and wonder why you want to make the world a worse place.
· Do you hate us? Do you worry you’ll become like us?
· I think nature is telling us that it is normal to be different. 
7- Repairing Comprehension:  To understand what s/he meant, I had to read more slowly, reread a number of times, and write my ideas down to sort them out. (Inferring) (S/he uses an example to make her point.)

4-Synthesizing:  I think she is synthesizing here—she is putting things together and coming up with a new understanding. She has worked out her own thoughts by writing the letter.

	"This letter could be from the nerd with the thick glasses in computer lab. It could be from the 'zit girl' who won't look people in the eye because she's embar​rassed about her skin. It could be from the guy with the nose ring who you call queer, or any of the kids whose sizes don't balance with your ideal.

       "You know, I've got things inside me—dreams and nightmares, plans and mess-ups. In that regard, we have things in common. But we never seem to connect through those common experiences because I'm so dif​ferent from you.
"My being different doesn't mean that you're better than me. I think you've always assumed that I want to be like you. But I want you to know something about kids like me. We don't want to. We just want the free​dom to walk down the hall without seeing your smirks, your contempt, and your looks of disgust.

"Sometimes I stand far away from you in the hall and watch what you do to other people. I wonder why you've chosen to make the world a worse place.

"I wonder, too, what really drives the whole thing. Is it hate? Is it power? Are you afraid if you get too close to me and my friends that some of our uncoolness might rub off on you? I think what could really happen is that learning tolerance could make us happier, freer people.

"What's it going to be like when we all get older? Will we be more tolerant, or less because we haven't prac​ticed it much? I think of the butterflies in the science museum. There are hundreds of them in cases. Hundreds of different kinds. If they were all the same, it would be so boring. You can't look at the blue ones or the striped ones and say they shouldn't have been born. It seems like nature is trying to tell us something. Some trees are tall, some are short. Some places have mountains, others have deserts. Some cities are always warm, some have different seasons. Flowers are differ​ent. Animals. Why do human beings think they have the right to pick who's best—who's acceptable and who's not?

        "I used to give you control over my emotions. I fig​ured that if you said I was gross and weird, it must be true. How you choose to respond to people is up to you, but I won't let you be my judge and jury. I'm going to remind you every chance I get that I have as much right to be on this earth as you."
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Strategies That Work


1-Asking Questions:  


What is the purpose for this letter?


To whom is it written?











