MISD ELA High School Assessment Simulation – Close and Critical Reading
Suggested Answers
In the space provided below, answer the following questions about the article, “Cobwebs to Crosshairs.” 

What does the text say?  (Briefly summarize the story at the literal level.)

The text states that “imbedded in the lenses of many telescopes are two strands of spider silk.”  The two strands of spider silk are the crosshairs.  Crosshairs were once made of platinum wires.  Spider silk was adopted due to economical considerations and resilience.  In the near future, copper wire will replace spider silk, as it is cheaper, though thicker.

CE1.1.1-4, 1.1.7, 1.2.1, 2.1.1, 2.1.5, 2.1.7, 2.2.2, 2.3.3, 4.1.5
How does it say it? In other words, how does the author develop the text to convey his/her purpose?   (What are the genre, format, organization, point of view, devices, features, etc.?) The author, Carol Ann Moorehead, uses a question for her lead, “Cobwebs in your telescope?”  She immediately follows her question with a teaser, “Could be,” and then uses a dash to illustrate an interrupted thought, “no matter how often you dust!”  Note that Moorehead uses dashes and exclamation points throughout her short essay.  For example, she uses an exclamation point in her title and after the word “dust” to emphasize her points.  In addition, the exclamation point after the word “dust” reminds the reader of the endless nature of dusting.   The author proceeds to provide a chronological history of telescopes’ crosshairs. She notes that early astronomers used platinum wires, then changed to spider silk (by the 1900s), and now are changing to copper wires.  She uses numerous numbers.  However, she effectively employs examples and details to cement a concrete image in the mind of the reader as to the size of these numbers.  For example, Moorehead notes that the “average strand of spider silk is 1/1,970 of a centimeter wide,” but then she elaborates to note that it is “about 20 times finer than a human hair.”  Once more she uses an exclamation point to emphasize her point. She uses repetition - cobwebs are noted four times in the essay.  The spider motif supported by the fact that spiders are living and therefore finite and by the words “silk,” “cobwebs,” and “spinning” emphasizes her theme or message of extinction due to economy or a form of planned obsolescence.  Finally, the author laces her short essay with humor (bordering on sarcasm).  For example, “Cobwebs in your next telescope?  Not likely—unless you leave the cap off the lens!”  Note that she ends her essay with a question.  Her essay comes full circle.  She leaves the reader with his/her own questions as to modernization.
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What does the text mean?  (What message/theme/concept is the author trying to get across?) Theme statement:  Humanity’s striving for progress has unintended consequences; it spins out of existence valuable existing items.  Or, Newer is not necessarily better. The author, Carol Ann Moorehead, creates a powerful message and image of the passing of a unique creation due to modernization; economy trumps accuracy. 
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So what?  (What does the message/theme/concept mean in your life and/or in the lives of others?  Why is it worth sharing/telling? What significance does it have to your life and/or to the lives of others?) 

Answers will be personal and will vary but might include some of the following:

· I am reminded of other things that spin out of existence that are not necessarily better.  For example, when I was a child we ate dinner together every night at 5:30 at the dining room table.  It was the norm for families to eat dinner together.  Then McDonalds and TV Dinners were created.  Families began to eat in front of the television or on the run.  Consequently, families began to lose time together.  On the surface progress appears wonderful, but I am left to wonder about the cost.   
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