
ELEMENTARY SPELLING INVENTORY-1

This short spelling inventory will assess the word knowledge students bring to their
readingand spelling. You canadministerthis same listofwords three times (September,
January, and May) to measure students' progress.

Instructions

Let students know that you are administering this inventory to learn about how they
spell. Let them know that this is not a test,but that they can help you plan your teach
ing if they do their best.Studentsare not to study these words beforehand.

Possible script: "I am going to ask you to spell some words. Spell them the best you
can. Some of the words will be easy to spell; some may be difficult. When you do not
know how to spell a word, spell it the best you can; write down all the sounds you feel
and hear."

Say the word once, read the sentence if the meaning is unclear, and then say the
word again. Work with groups of 5 words. Youmay want to stop testing when students
miss 3 of 5 words. Have students check their papers for their name and the date. See
Chapter 2 for further instructions on administration and interpretation. Copy a Feature
or Error Guide for each student, and staple it to the student's paper.

Directionsfor Using theFeature Guide. For each word, check the features that are noted
in the columns at the top of the Feature Guide on page 306. Add an additional point in
the "correct" column if the word is spelled correctly. Do not count reversed letters as er
rors but note them in the boxes.

Total the number of points under each feature and across each word; this is a way
to check your addition. The total score can be compared over time but the most useful
information will be the feature analysis. Look down each feature column to determine
the needs of individual students. For example, a student who spells 5 of 6 long vowels
correctly is knowledgeable about long vowels although some review work might be in
order. A student who spells only 2 or 3 of the 6 long vowels needs to be involved in
word study around this feature. If a student did not get any points for a feature, then
the feature is beyond the student's instructional range and earlier features need to be
studied first. You can determine a student's stage of development by noting where er
rors fall under the stages listed at the top of the Feature Guide.

Arrange students' papers in order from highest total points to lowest total points
before transferring the numbers across the bottom row of each student's Feature
Guide to the Classroom Composite on page 323. For a sense of your groups' needs
and to form groups for instruction, highlight students who make 2 or more errors on a
particular feature. If you call out less than the total list adjust the totals on the Class
room Composite.

Directionsfor Usingthe Error Guide. Using the Error Guide on page 307,circle each er
ror or write in the student's spelling by the error that is most similar. When a word is
spelled correctly,circle the spelling at the end of the string of errors. After all words have
been scored, determine where most circledwords lie and look at the top row of the table
for the developmental spelling level for this student. Total the words spelled correctly
and note where the student is within the stage: early in the stage, in the middle, or late in
the stage. Use the Spelling-by-Stage ClassroomOrganization Chart on page 327 to or
ganize word study groups and to find the developmental levels, the types of features,
and the chapter in Words Their Way to turn to for activities.
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