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Scientists Fear Spread of Exotic Snakes 

United Press International, Feb. 24, 2008 

The snakes weigh 
up to 250 pounds 
and slither at a 
rate of 20 miles 
per month ... 

They are not 
staying put. 

WASHINGTON-Scientists fear that 
Burmese pythons, already known to be 
breeding in South Florida, could spread 
through much of the southern United 
States. 

According to the new US Geological 
Survey report, the python would find about 
one-third of the United States-including 
much of California-to be comfortable for 
its expansion. "Although other factors, such 
as type of food available and suitable 

shelter, also play a role, Burmese pythons and other giant constrictor snakes have shown themselves to be highly adaptable to new environments," the report says. 

The snakes weigh up to 250 pounds and 
slither at a rate of 20 miles per month, 
according to USGS zoologist Gordon 
Rodda. They are not staying put. One of 
them has already slithered about 100 miles 
westward from its breeding colony in 
Arkansas. "We have not yet identified 
something that would stop their spreading 
all the way to San Francisco;' Rodda said. 
If pet pythons were introduced into the wild 
in California by irresponsible pet owners, 
as happened in Florida, they could become 
established here even faster, without need 
of a cross-country journey. 

What could stop the huge snakes? They'd 
have to get past Florida's alligators first, 

although it's a 
complicated rela- 
tionship-while 
alligators do eat 
pythons, pythons 
can also eat alli- 
gators. But once 
out of Florida, 
there aren't any 
free-roaming 
African lions and 
tigers between 
Florida and San 
Francisco. So the absence of major predators outside Florida could help the snakes on their journey west. 

While there are no recorded attacks on 
humans by Burmese pythons in the wild, 
they have killed children in their native 
range, Southeast Asia. Pet pythons some- 
times kill their owners, probably because 
they have mistaken the human for food 
and are unable to stop their instinctive 
reaction to coil and squeeze. In Florida, 
they eat bobcats, deer, alligators, rac- 
coons, cats, rats, rabbits, muskrats, pos- 
sum, mice, ducks, egrets, herons and song 
birds. They grab with their mouth to 
anchor the prey, then coil around the ani- 
mal and crush it to death before eating it 
whole.

May be photocopied for classroom use. Texts and LeSSOIlS for Content-Area Reading by Harvey "Smokey" Daniels and Nancy 
Steineke, © 2011 (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann). Reprinted with permission.
Scientists Fear Spread of Exotic Snakes

	1.
	According to the article, scientists fear

	
	A.
	being crushed by a Burmese python.

	
	B.
	the spread of the Burmese python throughout the southern U. S.

	
	C.
	the Florida alligators who may eat the Burmese python.

	
	D.
	having to handle snakes.

	                                                                      (central idea, CC2)

	2.
	From the passage, one can conclude that the

	
	E.
	migration of the Burmese python westward seems inevitable.

	
	F.
	Burmese pythons will take a very short time to reach California.

	
	G.
	migration of the Burmese python will encourage people to move south.

	
	H.
	Burmese pythons in the U.S. will succumb to pesticides before they migrate.

	                                                                   (detail/evidence, CC2)

	3.
	The statement which best describes this article is

	
	A.
	a science fiction selection about pythons attacking children.

	
	B.
	an informational news article describing the predicted expansion of the Burmese python in America.

	
	C.
	a science article describing the anatomy of the Burmese python snake.

	
	D.
	a persuasive article designed to encourage children to wear Burmese python costumes for Halloween.

	                                                                      (central idea, CC2)

	4.
	The word “slither” in paragraph 2 means

	
	E.
	slide

	
	F.
	slink

	
	G.
	glide

	
	H.
	all of the above.

	                                                                       (language, CC4)

	5.
	One can infer from this article that

	
	A.
	Burmese pythons take their time eating their victims.

	
	B.
	Burmese pythons present a threat to pets and people.

	
	C.
	Burmese pythons eat anything.

	
	D.
	Burmese pythons have no predators in the world.


                                                                      (detail, CC2)
	6.
	According to the article, the Burmese Python can travel

	
	E.
	20 miles per hour.

	
	F.
	20 miles per year.

	
	G.
	20 miles per day.

	
	H.
	20 miles per month.

	                                                              (detail/evidence, CC2)

	7.
	The article indicates that pythons have eaten

	
	A.
	cats and dogs.

	
	B.
	lizards and deer.

	
	C.
	raccoons and rabbits.

	
	D.
	herons and cranes.

	                                                               (detail/evidence, CC2)

	8.
	What percentage of the United States would provide a suitable environment for the Burmese python? 

	
	E.
	one-half

	
	F.
	one-sixteenth

	
	G.
	one-third

	
	H.
	one-eighth

	                                                                 (detail/evidence, CC2)

	9.
	The source of this article is

	
	A.
	a book chronicling the Burmese python in America.

	
	B.
	a magazine article.

	
	C.
	a major city newspaper.

	
	D.
	a science fiction novel.

	                                                                (point of view, CC 6)

	10.
	When the article states, “We have not yet identified something that would stop their spreading all the way to San Francisco,” it most likely refers to

	
	E.
	mountains that would prevent pythons from migrating westward.

	
	F.
	the existence of natural predators that would eat or kill pythons.

	
	G.
	python hunters who are licensed to hunt and kill the snakes.

	
	H.
	hailstorms that could incapacitate the pythons.

	                                                             (detail/evidence, CC2)


“Scientists Fear Spread of Exotic Snakes” Answer Key

1 – B

2 – E

3 – B

4 – H

5 – B

6 - H

7 - C

8 - G

9 - C

10 - F

Possible Summary:

The Burmese python is currently loose and able to roam southern Florida. (central idea, CC2) These pythons weigh up to 250 pounds, and can slither up to 20 miles per month. (detail/evidence, CC2) Once past the alligators in southern Florida, pythons have no known natural predators. (detail/evidence, CC2) In Florida, animals such as deer, alligators, cats, ducks and birds have been eaten by Burmese pythons. (detail/evidence, CC2) Pet owners who let their python loose can make the problem worsen more quickly. (detail/evidence, CC2)
Analysis of Craft:

This news story (genre, CC5) is organized by thesis with evidence supported with statistics such as “The snakes weigh up to 250 pounds, and can slither up to 20 miles per month,” and quotations from a government report: “Although other factors, such as type of food available and suitable shelter, also play a role, Burmese pythons and other giant constrictor snakes have shown themselves to be highly adaptable to new environments....” (organization, CC5) The author is not identified, and the date of the passage, 2008, indicates that the information is older. (point of view, CC 6)  The author seems to be interjecting some humor with “But once out of Florida, there aren't any free-roaming African lions and tigers between Florida and San Francisco.” (language, CC4) The author personifies the snakes with phrases such as “…cross country journey,” and uses graphic details to create an image in the conclusion:  “They grab with their mouth to anchor the prey, then coil around the animal and crush it to death before eating it whole.” (language, CC4) (Words in boldface refer to author’s craft, structure, and perspective.)
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