Introducing New Vocabulary Teacher Resource

The number of vocabulary words students need to learn is immense and therefore impossible to teach all words directly.  It is critical to recognize that not all words need the same attention.  To assist teachers in making word-choice decisions, researchers have proposed several criteria that focus on these considerations:
· Words that are important to understanding a specific reading selection or concept. 

· Words that are generally useful for students to know and are likely to encounter with some frequency in their reading. 

Beck and McKeown (1988) propose that teachers should place major consideration on words’ usefulness and frequency of use. To help in this endeavor, they categorized words into three tiers:

Tier 1 Basic words that commonly appear in spoken language.  Because they are heard frequently in numerous contexts and with nonverbal communication, Tier 1 words rarely require explicit instruction.  

Examples of Tier 1 words are clock, baby, happy and walk.

Tier 2 High frequency words used by mature language users across several content areas.  Because of their lack of redundancy in oral language, Tier 2 words present challenges to students who primarily meet them in print.  Examples of Tier 2 words are obvious, complex, establish and verify.

Tier 3 Words that are not frequently used except in specific content areas or domains.  Tier 3 words are central to building knowledge and conceptual understanding within the various academic domains and should be integral to instruction of content.  Medical, legal, biology and mathematics terms are all examples of these words.

Beck et al. (2002) suggest that for instructional purposes, teachers should ignore Tier 1 and Tier 3 words and concentrate on Tier 2 words. Their argument is that most students already know Tier 1 words and that Tier 3 words should be taught at point of contact, or as they occur in reading. Tier 2 words, however, appear often in student texts, so they are the words that can add most to students’ language knowledge.   Some questions to consider when selecting Tier 2 words for instruction include:

· How important and generally useful is the word?  Is it a word that students are likely to meet often in other texts?

· What is the instructional potential of the word?  How does the word relate to other words or ideas the students know or have been learning?  

· What does the word bring to a text or situation?  What role does the word play in communicating the meaning of the context in which it is used?

To begin selecting Tier 2 words for instruction from a text, students should list all of the words that are likely to be unfamiliar.  Analyze the list of words and identify which words can be categorized as Tier 2 words.  Further analyze the list of indicating which of these Tier 2 words are most necessary for comprehension of the text.  Also consider which of these Tier 2 words students already have ways with which to express the concepts associated with the words.  The final determination is which words will receive brief attention and which words will require more elaborate attention.  

Introduce new words using these steps.  The following chart is a tool for students to collect vocabulary words:

1. Tell what the word means using everyday language.  If the word has more than one meaning just introduce one meaning.  

2. Provide a context for the word.
3.  Help the students find a prompt that will connect a personal context for the word.
	Word
	Definition
	Context
	Prompt

	region
	An extensive, continuous part of an area or space.
	A part of the earth's surface (land or sea) of considerable and usually indefinite extent: a tropical region.
	What region of the world would you like to visit?



accelerate

achieve

adjacent

alternative

analyze

approach

approximate

arbitrary

assert 

assess

assign

assume

authorize

automatic

chapter

compensate

complex

complicate

comply

component

comprehend

conceive

concentrate

concept

conclude

consequent

consist

constant

construct

consult

context

contrast

contribute

convert

create

criterion

crucial

data

define

definite






demonstrate

denote

derive

design

devise

devote

dimension

distinct

distort

element

emphasize

empirical

ensure

entity

environment

equate

equivalent

establish

evaluate

evident

expand

expose

external

feasible

fluctuate

focus 

formulate

function

generate

guarantee

hypothesis

identify

ignore

illustrate

impact 

implicit

imply

indicate

individual

inhibit

initial

innovation

intense

interpret

intuitive

involve

isolate

magnetic

magnitude

major

manipulate

mathematics

method

minimum

modify

negative

notion

obtain

obvious

occur

passive

period

perspective

pertinent

phase

phenomena

portion 

portion

potential 

precede

precise

presume

prime

principle

proceed

publish

pursue

random

range

react 

region

require

respective

restrict

reverse

role

section

segment

select

sequence

series 

shift

signify

similar

simultaneous

sophisticated

species

specify

stable

statistic

status

structure

subsequent

suffice

sum

summary

technique

technology

tense

theory

trace 

tradition

transmit

ultimate

undergo

usage

valid

vary 

verbal

verify 

vertical

Introducing New Vocabulary Chart

	Word
	Definition
	Context
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Tier 2 Word List














See STAR Toolkit � HYPERLINK "http://www.startoolkit.org/" ��http://www.startoolkit.org/� for more information about Tier 2 words.
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