CLOSE AND CRTICAL READING

Love to You Landfill

There's the shimmer of asbestos in the air
The glow of rusting metal causing me to stare
When I pass it by it brings tears to my eyes
The beauty of the world being piled sky high

They say one man's trash is another man's treasure
But this is one gift we'll get to keep forever
It's not going away
Our legacy is here to stay
Our kids will glow with pride and radiation yeah

And darling
Oh landfill
I hope you reach the sky
And you'll be around even after we die

Even when we're apart and I'm back at my place
A water sip reminds me of your chemical trace
But they just let me know that you're getting enclosed
At least I'm now assured that you'll never decompose

And darling
Oh my landfill
I can tell that you agree
Cause as I consume baby you're consuming me

And as you grow baby
So does my love for you
Want to take all your parts and eat you up in a stew 
That's just a little taste of the freaky that we'll do
It's no one's business what goes down when it's just us two

And when there's no more room
To store all of this waste
It's no problem
We'll send it to less fortunate states
Of you I won't think less
I know you did your best
But let some other country
Deal with all the rest


And baby
Oh my landfill
Thank God you'll be here forever
Through war
Through fallout
Through the warming weather

This song was dedicated to all those who made our landfill possible
Keep on consuming
Keep on disposing
Never stop
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Critical Reading
Suggested Answers
In the space provided below, answer the following questions about the song, “Love to You Landfill.” 
What does the text say?  (Briefly summarize the song at the literal level.)

The song is about landfills.  Landfills are beautiful and bring tears to the eyes.  Landfills are a legacy to our children and are something that will always be with us. The songwriter hopes they reach the sky.  Even when he is away from a landfill he is reminded of it with every sip of water.  The writer loves the landfill and notes that he and the landfill consume.  As the landfill grows so does his love and he wants to cut it up and eat it.  The landfill can be sent to other countries when it grows too big, but he will love it just as much.  He will love it because it will remain throughout time.  Finally, the song is dedicated to those who have contributed to making landfills.  
How does it say it? In other words, how does the author develop the text to convey his/her purpose?   (What are the genre, format, organization, point of view, devices, features, etc.?) The song is a satirical mock love song that effectively ridicules human consumption.  The songwriter/singer personifies a landfill:  “And darling/Oh my landfill/I can tell that you agree/Cause as I consume baby you're consuming me.”  Throughout the song the songwriter uses satire to convey his message.  For example, he uses irony to stress is point.  His word choice of “legacy” or “glow with pride” have connotations of praise, but when placed side by side with “not going away” and “radiation” achieve the opposite meaning: 
They say one man's trash is another man's treasure
But this is one gift we'll get to keep forever
It's not going away
Our legacy is here to stay
Our kids will glow with pride and radiation yeah
The song is broken into stanzas and provides white space between the stanzas to make it easy to follow. The author uses the literary device of hyperbole e.g. “piled sky high” and metaphor e.g. “They say one man's trash is another man's treasure.” The author also uses double meaning.  For example, “There's the shimmer of asbestos in the air/The glow of rusting metal causing me to stare/When I pass it by it brings tears to my eyes/The beauty of the world being piled sky high.”  The songwriter could be teary-eyed due to this love or the pollution.
The tongue-in-cheek ending emphasizes the specific criticism of society’s behavior: “This song was dedicated to all those who made our landfill possible/Keep on consuming/Keep on disposing/Never stop.”
On a side note, the songwriter’s choice of satire is much more effective than a moralizing song of instruction.   By making the song a love song to landfills, the songwriter emphasizes man’s love of things trumps love of earth.

What does the text mean?  (What message/theme/concept is the author trying to get across?) The sins of the father/mother are visited upon the sons/daughters and every generation afterwards.
So what?  (What does the message/theme/concept mean in your life and/or in the lives of others?  Why is it worth sharing/telling? What significance does it have to your life and/or to the lives of others?) Answers will be personal and will vary but might include some of the following:
I am reminded of my responsibility to the earth and the difficulty of following your conscience.  When I was a young mother I choose to use cloth diapers because I knew that Pampers etc. were not biodegradable.  So, I bought a diaper pail, cloth diapers etc.  I could not believe how many people were disturbed by this decision.  Friends with babies were threatened and talked about how they didn’t have the time for this commitment and implied that I must not have enough to do in my life.  I have never regretted it.  Not only am I committed to this lifestyle, but I have raised four children who are even more rabid environmentalists than I am.  So, perhaps the gifts of the mother are visited upon the sons/daughters and every generation afterwards.  To me it is a question of morality.
