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The Power of Retelling
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Steps to Using the Profundity Scale on Narrative Text
Presented by Doreen Hudson

1. Read a picture book to the class that has a strong central character and a strong
story line,
2. Have the children retell the story. Choose one:
a. List the key events
b. Have the children do a written retelling
¢. Use the shape graphic organizer

Main characters

Setting Problem
Event #1 Event #3
Event #2 Event #4
Solution

3. Focusing on one character, pick out 3 or 4 key events,
4. Andlyze each key event separately, beginning with the physical plane (the key event),
then the mental plane, the moral plane and the psychological plane.

| What was the 3| Do you agree |y What motivated
Key Event character or disagree the character
Physical Plane thinking? with what the to do what he
character did? What did
Mental Plane did? Why? he want/need?
Moral Plane Psychological

Plane




5. When the key events have been analyzed to the psychological plane, do a T chart
comparing the children to the character.

. . Physical characteristics
Like Different Persondlity

Actions
Thoughts
Actions

6. Identify the theme, lesson learned or the heart of the story. (philosophical plane.)
Practice steps 1-6 several times before beginning to write.
7. Begin writing to a prompt on the theme.
a. How the theme applies to their lives
b. What the main character learned in the story about the theme, citing
examples from the story
c. What the main characters in two stories with the same theme learned in the
story about the theme, again citing examples
d. Comparing the behavior of the two main characters related to the theme
8. Putting it all together.
Taking a stand on the theme, citing examples from two stories with similar themes
of things the characters did that support the stand taken, comparing the behavior
of these two characters, and how the theme applies to their own lives.

Good Books to Use with the Profundity Scale

Initial:

Big Al-Andrew Clements

Elmer-David McKee

Old Henry-Joan W, Blos

Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse-Kevin Henkes
Practically Perfect Pajamas-Erik Brooks
Stand Tall, Molly Lou Mellon-Patty Lovell
Giraffes Can't Dance-Giles Andreae

The Rainbow Fish-Marcus Pfister

Later:

Click, Clack, Moo Cows that Type-Doreen Cronin
The Frog Prince Continued-Jon Scieszka

The Luckiest Kid on the Planet-Lisa Campbell Ernst
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Question Stems Related to the
Profundity Scale

(narrative)

Physical Plane
What happened to ......... ?
Whendid .......... ?
Where did .............. ?
Whodid ............... ?
Howdid ............. ?

Mental Plane
Why did .......ooveeennn. ?

Moral Plane
Isitokayto ................. ?
Was she rightto ............... ?
Isiteverwrongto............. ?
Was he justified in his acts in light of ....... ?

Psychological Plane
What did she get from ............ ?
Were there other reasons he acted like that?
If you were in her shoes would you have done the same thing?
How else could the problem have been solved?

Analogical Plane
How are the characters in this story like you or other people you know?
Do you know another story like this one?
Are there events happening in the world that are similar to this story?

Philosophical Plane
What is the universal truth that can be derived from this story?
What is the lesson learned fro this story?
What is the moral of this story?
What is one word that describes the theme implied by this story?

Transformational Plane
What did you learn that you could generalize to other stories or events in
your life?
What is the big idea in the story that you can use to help yourself solve
problems?
How has this story changed the way you think?

Created by Jeff Beal, Language Arts Consuitant, St. Clair County ISD, 2003



